Undiagnosed benign cementoblastoma in a patient with a 6-year pain condition. Report of a case.
Symptoms in the lower first molar developed in a 15-year-old girl. The problems started with tenderness during occlusion. The first radiographic examination revealed a radiopacity at the distal root, which was considered in the radiographic report to be a cementoma. Therapy commenced with occlusal adjustment, but this was followed 20 months later by endodontic therapy, which was undertaken because of the suspicion of partial pulpal necrosis with condensing osteitis. A painful condition developed and led first to apicoectomy and then to extraction 2 1/2 years after the start of the endodontic therapy. Light microscopic examination of adjacent hard tissue revealed signs of chronic inflammation on both occasions, and a diagnosis of diffuse sclerosing osteomyelitis was made. The pain was not relieved but remained at a tolerable level for 18 months. Then a reexamination of the first radiographs led to a strong suspicion of a benign cementoblastoma. A thorough third operation revealed a small piece of hard tissue in a lacuna of the lingual part of the mandible covered buccally by granulation tissue and inflammatory affected bone. The final histopathologic diagnosis was benign cementoblastoma combined with chronic inflammation.